VERSAILLES
0 salutaris hostia. Robespierre and his colleagues, though
a little buoyed up by the cheering, were in a bad
humour. The previous day they had been presented to
the King in the royal bedchamber (as prescribed by
court etiquette), while their colleagues of the nobility
and clergy had made their bow in the reception hall.
They resented the slight, as well as other slights put
upon them, and their brows did not clear until the
Bishop of Nancy—de la Fare—had mounted the pulpit
and had got well into his sermon. His subject was un-
promising enough: "Religion is the strength of empires
and the happiness of the people"; but, lo! instead of
shaking dry, ecclesiastical ashes from an urn, as they
had expected him to do, he was pouring forth living
wine! He spoke of the abuses of the old regime! He
condemned the barbarities committed in the name of
authority! A thrill went through the audience; and
when in spite of the royal presence and the sacredness
of the edifice the populace broke into applause,
Robespierre and his colleagues joined in heartily. He
thought the speech an excellent omen. If a bishop
talked like that, then they could be certain of the sup-
port of a number of the lower clergy.
But when, on the 6th of May, they assembled in the
Salle des Menus, they waited in vain for the nobility and
clergy to join them, and were finally informed that they
were meeting elsewhere, it being the intention of the
government to regard each order as a separate chamber.
To have submitted to this would have meant to have
accepted defeat at the start, for with this arrangement
the government would have been in a position to
defeat any legislation proposed by the commoners that
was not to its liking. They resolved not to yield.
There followed a struggle of which the chief inci-
dents were the bold move of the commoners on the iyth
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